
Contents

Acknowledgements — VII

Introduction: People of the Letter — 1

Chapter 1
The Hebraism of Nietzsche: Metaphysical Critique and the Claims 
of Language — 8
I Critique and Consequences —10
II Nietzschean Exegesis —13
III Worldly Letters —16
IV The Way of Interpretation — 20

Chapter 2
Interpretation Beyond Theology — 26
I Spiritual Letters------ 26
II Interpretive Pluralism — 31
III Levinasian Commentary — 36
IV Pragmatism and Disagreement — 43

Chapter 3
Derrida and Judaic Lettrism: Affirming Language, Negating Theology — 50
I Grammatological Signs — 51
II From Referential to Inter-Relational Meaning — 59
III Judaic Lettrism: Inter-Relational Signifiers — 63
IV Positive Deconstruction and Meaning in Time — 68
V The Trace of Negative Theology — 75
VI The Way of Language — 85
VII A Lettristic Negative Discourse — 90

Chapter 4
Levinasian Un/Saying and The Names of God — 96
I Lettrism of Divine Names —100
II Levinasian Language-Theory: Signifiers- as- Sayers —106
III Unsaying and Transcendence —112

https://d-nb.info/1283835819


X — Contents

Chapter 5
Two Types of Negative Theology —118
I Transcendence of What? The Exclusions of Unity and the Problem of 

the Body------120
II Language Traces —128

Chapter 6
Gershom Scholem’s Language Mysticism —137
I Language Ontology —138
II Beyond Representation —141
III Scholem and Contemporary Linguistic Theory —148
IV Critical Metaphysics and Discourses of Writing —152
V Hermeneutic Risk----------156
VI Radiant Echoes —163
VII The Gates of Exegesis------ 168

Chapter 7
Tzimtzum----- 171
I Breaking Analogy —172
II Reflections on Joseph Soloveitchik —178
III Levinas: The Self in Tzimtzum —182
IV Tzimtzum as Ethical Selfhood —184
V The Language of Tzimtzum —191

Chapter 8
Discourse Ethics and Normative Difference —197
I The Goodness of Particulars —198
II Discourse Ethics — 204

Primary Texts and Abbreviations — 217

Index — 235


